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Canning and Truck Crop Prospects 
Spinach.—Production in California of spinach for canning 
is forecast by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics at 71,800 
tons, compared with 65,400 tons in 1928. The 1929 acreage is 
reported at 17,500, compared with 12,340 acres in 1928. 


‘Intended acreage of spring spinach in California is esti- 
mated at 850 acres; Maryland, 1,880; Missouri, 990; Virginia, 
5,900; Washington, 140, a total of 9,760 acres, as compared with 
an actual acreage of 8,390 in 1928. The Bureau notes that from 
65 to 75 per cent of the crop in Maryland is consumed by can- 
neries, 


Snap beans.—A decrease of over 11,000 acres in the plant- 
ings of snap beans in early and second-early states is indicated 
by the Bureau in its truck crop report on April 4. Intended acre- 
age in the second early states is estimated at 23,180, against an 
actual acreage of 27,890 in 1928. In the early states the intended 
acreage is placed at 18,610, as compared with 24,960 in 1928. 


Tomatoes.—Intended acreage of tomatoes in the second-ear- 
ly states is estimated at 32,250, compared with 33,260 acres in 
1928, and in the intermediate states at 25,760 acres, the same as 
last year. In the early states the acreage planted is estimated 
at 42,900, as compared with 37,360. The total acreage (intended 
and preliminary) for the three groups is 100,910, as compared 
with 96,380 acres last year. 
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Weather Conditions 

In the Southeastern States, where heavy rains have per- 
sisted and greatly delayed field work in many sections, the week 
just closed brought much better weather conditions. Under the 
influence of high temperatures and mostly fair weather, the soil 
dried out rapidly and field operations became active, except on 
some overflowed lands, while vegetation, in general, made rapid 
progress. In much of Florida, however, the hot, dry weather 
was generally unfavorable, and many crops deteriorated on up- 
lands of the peninsula where citrus trees were wilting because 
of dryness. Conditions were also fairly favorable in the middle 
Gulf area and the Southwest, except for too much rain in Arkan- 
sas and much of Oklahoma. Moisture was favorable in New 
Mexico and areas to the northeast, but northwestern Kansas and 
southern Nebraska need rain. 

In the Atlantic coast area the week was generally favorable 
and both farm work and vegetation made rapid advance. From 
the Ohio and lower Missouri Valleys northward warmth and sun- 
shine were beneficial the first part of the week, but later heavy 
rains, or snows, again stopped outside operations; in parts of the 
upper Mississippi Valley snowfall to a depth of 12 inches oc- 
curred at places on the 3lst. Some plowing and seeding were ac- 
complished the first part of the week, but little work was possible 
the latter part. 

In the more western States cool weather retarded growth, 
and it continued too dry in the interior of the Pacific Northwest 
and in much of California; there was some frost damage to early 
fruit in the northern part of this State. Fruit trees are well ad- 
vanced in the interior, with early varieties blooming in the Ohio 
Valley, where frosts or freezing temperatures occurred at the 
close of the week and probably did some damage. 


Army Asks Bids on Canned Foods 

The Quartermaster Supply Officer at Brooklyn, N. Y., is 
asking for bids on various foods for delivery f. o. b., Army Sup- 
ply Base, Brooklyn, on or before May 24. The bids will be opened 
April 18. Among the canned foods included are apple butter, 
apples, apricots, asparagus, pork and beans, lima beans, string 
beans, beets, catsup, Royal Anne cherries, cream style corn, 
jams, jellies, evaporated milk, mushrooms, oysters, peaches, 
pears, peas, pickles, pineapple, preserves, pumpkin, salmon, sar- 
dines, sauerkraut, sausage, shrimp, soup, spinach, and beef 
tongue. 
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Copies of the schedule (No. 626-29-189) on which to submit 
bids may be obtained from the Quartermaster Supply Officer at 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Canned Fishery Production in 1928 
Production of canned fish and by-products of the fish-can- 
ning industry of the United States and Alaska in 1928 had a 
total value of $110,752,811, according to Statistical Bulletin 821, 
issued by the U. 8S. Bureau of Fisheries. The value of the vari- 
ous canned productions is shown in the following table: 


Number of 
Products Plants Standard cases Pounds - Value 


Imon : 
United States 842,008 40,450,344 $0,254,258 


Sa 


Alaska 6,088,003 202,027,344 45,988,885 
Sardines: 

Maine 2,055,763 51,804,075 8,076,546 

2,771,527 133,033,296 0,658,822 

1,216,222 209,199,328 8,974,080 

308,903 19,147,944 1,714,020 

50,074 2,492,852 150,878 

56,392 2,706,816 288,502 

23,447 1,125,456 110,006 

4,190 198,240 123,840 


228,103 10,048,044 1,007,732 

508,952 7,550,280 2,760,576 

531,640 a@ 12,746,700 2,628,598 

851,831 13,850,688 5,181,547 

1,624 77,052 44,536 

6,966 440,368 128.080 

15,629,980 617,327,527 95,871,855 

a “Cutout” or “drained” weights of can contents are included for whole and minced 

clams and gross can contents for chowder, soup, bouillon, broth, and juice. 

» Exclusive of duplication. 


The value of canned products and by-products in the various 
states is shown in the following table: 


By- products 
Canned products (ine, menhaden) Total 

$9,030,205 $387,351 $0.417,556 

Massachusetts 1,452,081 1,805,108 8,257,194 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Indiana, 

Wisconsin, and Minnesota .... 902,525 571,604 1,564,219 

Pennsylvania and Delaware .... oeestes 423,064 423,064 

445,500 848,000 

1,600,005 1,000,749 

027,039 1,085,522 

85,125 024.748 

011,280 2,467,039 

43,140 620,557 

182,859 1,879,120 

1,202,001 3,056,203 

25,522 430,008 

65,970 6,074,578 

48,815 4,415,406 

4,022,642 24,901,587 

2,187,888 47,686,336 


14,880,056 110,752,811 
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Stocks of Foreign Canned Tomatoes 


In connection with the Census Bureau's report of stocks of 
canned corn, peas, and tomatoes, the question has been asked 
whether the figures include imported products. According to 
the Census Bureau, its schedule called for a statement of stocks, 
without specifying whether the stocks were of domestic or for- 
eign origin, and presumably the figures include stocks of foreign 
products on hand. Importers were not asked to report stocks in 
their warehouses. 

Imports of canned tomatoes totaled 96,241,952 pounds in 
1927 and 92,732,091 pounds in 1928. Exports of canned toma- 
toes amounted to 6,330,692 pounds in 1927 and 5,649,266 pounds 
in 1928. No figures are available on stocks of foreign canned 
tomatoes on hand at the close of either year. 


Census Issues Report on 1927 Canned Milk Production 
Production of condensed and evaporated milk and butter- 
milk in 1927, according to a preliminary report issued by the 
Census Bureau, amounted to 2,097,300,190 pounds valued at 
$167,849,970, as compared with 1,813,843,130 pounds valued at 
$145,304,256 in 1925. The following table shows the quantity 
and value of the output of canned and dried and powdered milk 
and buttermilk in 1925 and 1927: 
1925 1027 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Condensed milk, sweetened .. 430,697,839 $35,745,408 978,687,408 $34,251,200 
Evaporated milk, unsweetened  1,267,604,072 103,859,855 1,605,573,206 120,866,148 
Condensed and evaporated but- 
termilk 95,450,310 2,600,403 113,030,306 8,732,567 
Powdered whole milk, 
dered cream and powdered 
skim = milk 85,820,703 10,582,186 131,705,085 15,462,601 


Dried and powdered buttermilk 22,611,588 1,434,756 51,631,189 4,274,340 
Sterilized milk (canned) 6,087,081 415,269 7,810,506 656,445 


Truck Crop Markets 


Warm weather in many parts of the country furthered the 
maturity of crops during the week ended March 30, but was 
also taking the edge off the market for some products, according 
to the U. S. Market News Service. Florida strawberries were 
about the only product to show an advance in price. The Louisi- 
ana berry season was opening at a satisfactory level, though a 
very heavy crop is expected in that state. 

Orange shipments were exactly 1,000 cars greater than a 
year ago. Of the 2,470 cars forwarded during the week, about 
1,455 originated in California and the remainder in Florida. 
Shipments of Florida citrus fruit—both oranges and grapefruit 


; 
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—have had a much wider distribution than usual this season, 
partly as a result of advertising campaigns. 

Movement of carrots the past week increased sharply to 
about 275 cars, mostly Texas and California stock. Florida 
string-bean shipments were also very active and were three times 
those of a year ago. Florida cucumbers required 285 cars, com- 
pared with 10 during the same period in 1928. Combined move- 
ment of 24 fruits and vegetables decreased slightly to 16,265 
cars, chiefly because of the lighter forwardings of apples and 
old potatoes. The output, however, was still 4,000 greater than 
that of late March, 1928. 

Texas cabbage shipments again increased to 750 cars. Flor- 
ida forwarded 220 and South Carolina 105 cars. A total of 1,115 
for the week was just twice as many as moved during the same 
period in 1928. Shipments of storage stock had practically 
stopped. 

Florida tomato shipments increased to 380 cars, compared 
with 175 last spring. Mexican imports were again very heavy, 
totaling 370 cars. If Mississippi tomato growers carry out their 
present intentions, they will cut 2,000 acres off their last year's 
total and plant only 14,800 this season. South Carolina may in- 
crease slightly to 2,730 acres, and parts of Texas outside the 
lower Rio Grande Valley expect a 10 per cent increase to 11,100 
acres. In five second-early states together, the plantings may be 
32,250 acres, or about 1,000 less than their 1928 total. 

The strawberry crop in six early states together is forecast 
at 71,427,000 quarts, as against 62,665,000 last year. A bumper 
crop of 40,000,000 quarts is expected in Louisiana. Alabama 
may have 9,000,000, or one-fourth less than in 1928. Texas pro- 
duction is greatly increased to about 5,000,000 quarts, but a re- 
duction of 3,000,000 in southern California leaves about 5,400,- 
000 quarts there. Florida forwardings dropped to 60 cars last 
week, while Louisiana increased to 120 and Texas started its 
first 5 cars. 


Carlot forwardings of Virginia spinach were beginning to 
outnumber those from Texas. Virginia shipments jumped to 
315 cars the past week, but Texas moved only 300. The total of 
645 was 50 per cent more than movement a year ago. 

Asparagus production in California is estimated at 1,570,- 
000 crates, compared with 1,633,000 last season. Georgia and 
South Carolina together have an expected crop of 614,000 crates, 
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as against 410,000 in 1928. Shipments had increased to 30 cars 
daily by late March, but were much lighter than a year ago. 
CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Mar. Mar. Mar. Total this Total last Total 
Commodity 24-30 17-23 25-31 seasonto seasonto last 
1920 19290 1928) Mar. 30 Mar. 31 season 
1,106 672 122,071 84,054 93,004 
Eastern states ....... 44s 60,248 42.842 44.415 
Western states ....... boas 662 61,828 45,212 48,070 
aos 248 638 2,878 
mage, 1920 season .... 971 550 9,222 7,402 38,405 
Carrots, 1920 season ..... 271 153 4,292 2.500 7.415 
Cauliflower 2738 16s 8.047 7.842 0,046 
reen : 
Mixed vegetables 
25 1 281 308 
Teese as 20 19 24.226 18,687 16,744 
rs: 
20 25 23 622 
6438 452 7.780 7.481 10,501 
rawberries 187 128 158 1,485 18,715 
207 76 1,583 1,785 6,603 
Tomatoes 
Sno 356 177 3.838 1.642 30,358 
aus 425 4,504 8.577 5.525 


Farm Prices 
The index of the general level of farm prices advanced from 
136 to 140 per cent of the pre-war level from February 15 to 
March 15, the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics has an- 
nounced. At 140, the index is three points higher than on March 
15, 1928, and 14 points higher than in March two years ago. 


Importance of Checking Thermometers and Gauges 

The importance of accuracy in processing makes it neces- 
sary that every canner should know that his retort thermometer 
and pressure gauge are accurate. Although the retort is common- 
ly regulated by means of a thermometer, a pressure gauge is a 
check on the process. If the two instruments are not in agree- 
ment, it will mean either that one or the other is inaccurate or 
that there is serious trapping of air in the retort. 

The Association’s Laboratory will check any thermometers 
or pressure gauges sent in for that purpose. Canners who are 
doubtful about the accuracy of their thermometers and pressure 
gauges and who have no other means of having them checked 
should avail themselves of this opportunity. 


Abstracts of Canning Technology 
With this issue of the Information Letter is mailed No. 1, 
Vol. 7, of the Abstracts of Canning Technology. Any member 
failing to receive his copy of the Abstracts will please notify the 
Association's office. 
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Business Conditions 


The volume of money turnover during the week ended March 
30, as indicated by check payments, was less than in the preced- 
ing week but greater than a year ago, according to the weekly 
statement of the Department of Commerce. Industrial activity, 
as reflected by steel-plant operations, remained the same as in 
the preceding week, but was much larger than in the same period 
a year ago. Freight-car loadings were slightly larger during 
the latest reported week than in either the previous week or the 
corresponding week of 1928. The general level of wholesale 
prices showed only a fractional advance from a year ago, while 
they remained the same as last week. Loans and discounts of 
Federal reserve member banks showed further expansion, as 
compared with both the preceding week and the same period a 
year ago. Business failures were greater than in the previous 
week, but less than a year ago. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. C. L. Other 
Week ended March 23 .......... 960,608 408,978 263,143 200,177 
057,460 578,070 260,766 $25,536 
Corresponding week, 1928 ...... 950,104 300,862 260,564 319,768 
Corresponding week, 1927 ...... 1,003,536 376,277 262.511 364,748 


Freight Loss and Damage Claims Decline 

Claims paid by the railroads of the United States and Can- 
ada in 1928 growing out of loss and damage to freight shipments 
were the smallest for any year since the end of the World War, 
despite a continued upward trend in the amount of traffic hand- 
led, according to the American Railway Association. Claims paid 
in 1928 totaled $36,557,243, a reduction of $2,155,816 compared 
with 1927 and a reduction of $1,630,072 compared with 1926. 
Claims resulting from wrecks, robbery, unlocated damage, error 
of employee, improper handling and loading and freezing or 
heater failure all showed reductions under 1927. Increases, how- 
ever, were reported in the amount of claims resulting from rough 
handling, concealed damage and fire or marine loss or damage. 

Commission Suspends Proposed Can Rate Changes 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has suspended until 
November 1, 1929, tariffs filed with the Commission containing 
new individual and joint rates and charges on cans of iron, steel 
or tin in Illinois and Western Trunk Line Territories, and be- 
tween those territories and Central Territory. A hearing in the 
case has been set for May 20, at Chicago, Ill., before Examiner 
W. H. Smith. 
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Latvia to Control Quality of Fish Exports 


The American commercial attache at Riga reports that it 
has been decided to issue strict export regulations for preserved 
fish and to establish a fish-control department at the Latvian 
Ministry of Agriculture. Standards of quality will be-fixed and 
the exportation of fish of inferior quality will be forbidden. 


Foreign Canned Food Markets 


The American trade commission at Manila reports to the 
Department of Commerce that the Philippine market for canned 
foods in 1928 was characterized by a decrease of nearly 41,000 
cases in the imports of fish, a slow bu* distinct growth in the 
popularity of canned meats, larger imports of canned milk, and 
an increasing demand for canned pineapple, peaches and grapes. 

Canned pineapple exports from the Straits Settlements to 
the United States in 1928 totaled 28,205 cases valued at $102,- 
404, as compared with 27,195 cases valued at $114,110 in 1927, 
according to the American consul at Singapore. Prices were de- 
pressed in the pineapple canning industry throughout most of 
the year. 

Swiss imports of canned meats in 1928 amounted to 743 
tons as compared with 578 tons in 1927, according to the Ameri- 
can commercial attache at Berne. In the pre-war year 1913, the 
imports amounted to 437 tons. 

Competition from Japanese sardines has developed in the 
Java market and in the Dutch East Indies, according to the 
American trade commissioner at Batavia. The Japanese pack 
is said to be an imitation of the American pack, and sells at about 
15 per cent less. Imports of sardines from Japan increased from 
$1,600 in November to $7,200 in January. ; 


Spring Meetings of Canners Associations 


The spring meeting of the Indiana Canners Association 
will be held at the Claypool Hotel in Indianapolis on May 9 and 
10. 
The Western Canners Association will hold its spring meet- 
ing at the Sherman Hotel in Chicago, on April 23 and 24. 


Australian Growers Request Increased Duty on Prunes 


Prune growers of New South Wales are agitating for an in- 
crease of duty on imported prunes, according to the American 
trade commissioner at Sydney. In the past year, with a light 
crop, the 515 short tons imported into Australia more than made 
good the shortage, as it is estimated that there are 135 tons of 
the Australian product still unsold. 


